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Regular Meeting Minutes of the 
Gurnee Park District Board of Commissioners 

May 19, 2026 
 

Board President Crews called the meeting to order at 7:00pm, led the Pledge of Allegiance and asked 
for roll call. Commissioners present: Gerry Crews, Chrissie Popper, Aaron Dalzot, Sarah Beckmann 
and Liz Nelson. Commissioners absent: None. Also present: Mike Szpylman, Executive Director; 
Kraig Owens, Director of Parks and Planning; Melissa Marsh, Director of Recreation; Sumitra 
Potharazu, Director of Business Services; Jennifer Gilbert, Marketing and Community Relations 
Manager and Kari Hagen, Accounting Manager. 
 
A motion was made by Popper to approve the minutes of the regular session held on April 21, 2026. 
The motion was seconded by Beckmann. Roll call vote taken. Ayes: Dalzot, Popper, Beckmann, 
Nelson and Crews. Nays: None. Absent: None. Motion carried. 
 

Election of officers was conducted: 
 
A nomination was made by Dalzot to elect Christine Popper as President for a one-year term. No 
further nominations were offered. Roll call vote taken. Ayes: Dalzot, Nelson, Beckmann, Crews, and 
Popper. Nays: None. Absent: None. Motion passed and Christine Popper was elected as President.  
 
A nomination was made by Beckmann to elect Aaron Dalzot as Vice President for a one-year term. No 
further nominations were offered. Roll call vote taken. Ayes: Dalzot, Nelson, Beckmann, Crews, and 
Popper. Nays: None. Absent: None. Motion passed and Aaron Dalzot was elected as Vice President.  
 
A nomination was made by Dalzot to elect Kari Hagen as Secretary for a one-year term. No further 
nominations were offered. Roll call vote taken. Ayes: Dalzot, Nelson, Beckmann, Crews, and 
Popper. Nays: None. Absent: None. Motion passed and Kari Hagen was elected Board Secretary. 
 
A public hearing on the fiscal year 2026/2027 budget and appropriation was called to order by 
President Popper at 7:08 p.m. Roll call was taken. Commissioners present: Dalzot, Crews, 
Beckmann, Nelson and Popper. Absent: None. President Popper stated that the Budget & 
Appropriation Ordinance was prepared in tentative form and posted at Viking Park 
Community Center, Hunt Club Park Community Center and the Park District website for the last 
thirty days. No changes have been made to the ordinance since it was posted in tentative form. A 
notice was published in the Daily Herald on May 8, 2026 regarding the hearing today. The total 
appropriation for all funds is $24,920,936. The appropriation is around 20% higher than the budget 
so that if additional funds are available, they can be spent without amending the budget and 
appropriation ordinance. President Popper opened the floor for public comment. There were no 
comments from the audience. Beckmann made a motion to adjourn the hearing and Nelson 
seconded. On voice vote, all voted aye. The hearing adjourned at 7:09p.m. and the regular meeting 
resumed.  
 
A motion to approve the total bills, payouts and payroll in the amount of $956,238.52 presented on 
May 19, 2026, was made by Nelson and was seconded by Beckmann. Roll call vote taken. Ayes: 
Dalzot, Crews, Beckmann, Nelson and Popper. Nays: None. Absent: None. Motion carried. 
 
The financial report and treasurer’s report were reviewed and discussed.  
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The Board President opened the floor to visitors; there were no visitors present. 
 
Department Directors reviewed their written reports with the Board.  
 
Director of Parks and Planning Kraig Owens reviewed the parks report.  
 
Director of Recreation Melissa Marsh reviewed the recreation report. Melissa shared that a new 
Events & Rentals Supervisor, Rachel Laren, who is looking forward to starting with us on June 8, 
2026. Popper inquired about the status of the pool reopening this weekend. Melissa shared that the 
projected outside temperature is being monitored closely to see if it meets the opening temperature 
criteria of 70 degrees. 
 
Director of Business Services Sumitra Potharazu reviewed the business report. Sumitra shared that 
Tristan Ortiz joined the Business Services team on May 18th. 
 
Director of Marketing and Community Relations Jennifer Gilbert reviewed the marketing report. 
Jennifer shared that they hired Clayton Mobile, Sponsorship Coordinator and Kynnah Neal, 
Marketing Coordinator; both started on May 18th.   
 
Executive Director Mike Szpylman reviewed his report. Mike reminded the board that the Parks 
Tour will be taking place this summer and he will send more details as they become available. 
Szpylman presented the 2025-2026 Fiscal Year Annual Goals. Open floor was given for questions 
regarding the year end update (no questions were noted). Intergovernmental Picnic was discussed, 
but no date has been set. Districts 50 or 56 are next in the rotation and should serve as hosts. Gurnee 
Days Honoree Events: Honoree Dinner will be held on the Thursday before Gurnee Days. Meet and 
Greet: scheduled to take place with the honoree during the Friday concert. Status: No honoree 
nominated at this time. Szpylman reported that the current tablets have reached their end-of-life 
status. Action Taken: Possible replacement options were discussed with Fred Colon, specifically 
focusing on Microsoft Surfaces. Next Steps: Further updates will be provided once the new tablets 
are ordered. Attendance at the gala was discussed, no location has been selected yet. More 
information to come as it is provided.  
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 

A motion to approve the Fiscal Year 2026/2027 Budget and Appropriation Ordinance was made by 
Dalzot and seconded by Beckmann. Roll call vote taken. Ayes: Dalzot, Crews, Beckmann, Nelson 
and Popper. Nays: None. Absent: None. Motion carried. 
 

A motion to approve the Annual Park District Fiscal Calendar was made by Dalzot and seconded by 
Beckmann. Roll call vote taken. Ayes: Dalzot, Crews, Beckmann, Nelson and Popper. Nays: None. 
Absent: None. Motion carried. 
 

A motion to appoint Sumitra Potharazu as treasurer was made by Nelson and seconded by Beckmann. 
Roll call vote taken. Ayes: Nelson, Dalzot, Beckmann, Crews, and Popper. Nays: None. Absent: 
None. Motion passed and Sumitra Potharazu was appointed Board Treasurer. 
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A motion to appoint Ancel Glink as Park District attorneys was made by Crews and seconded by 
Beckmann. Roll call vote taken. Ayes: Nelson, Dalzot, Beckmann, Crews and Popper. Nays: None. 
Absent: None. Motion passed and Ancel Glink was appointed as Park District attorneys. 
 

A motion to approve the Fiscal year 2026-27 Park Board Meeting Schedule was made by Dalzot and 
seconded by Beckmann. Roll call vote taken. Ayes: Dalzot, Popper, Beckmann, Nelson, Crews and 
Popper. Nays: None. Absent: None. Motion carried. 
 

A motion to approve the Field Use Agreement with FC Lake County was made by Dalzot and 
seconded by Beckmann. Roll call vote taken. Ayes: Dalzot, Beckmann, Nelson, Crews and Popper. 
Nays: None. Absent: None. Motion carried. 
 

A motion to approve the Agreement Renewal with Comcast for Fiber Services was made by Nelson 
and seconded by Beckmann. Roll call vote taken. Ayes: Dalzot, Beckmann, Nelson, Crews and 
Popper. Nays: None. Absent: None. Motion carried. 
 

A motion to approve the Approval to Close Operating and Investment accounts at Old National Bank 
was made by Crews and seconded by Beckmann. Roll call vote taken. Ayes: Dalzot, Beckmann, 
Nelson, Crews and Popper. Nays: None. Absent: None. Motion carried. 
 
A motion to approve the Approval of Resolution #26-27-1 authorizing the trade in of a Park District 
power washer was made by Dalzot and seconded by Beckmann. Roll call vote taken. Ayes: 
Beckmann, Dalzot, Nelson, Crews and Popper. Nays: None. Absent: None. Motion carried. 
 

A motion to approve the Approval of Resolution #26-27-2 authorizing the trade in of a Park District 
mower was made by Dalzot and seconded by Beckmann. Roll call vote taken. Ayes: Beckmann, 
Dalzot, Nelson, Crews and Popper. Nays: None. Absent: None. Motion carried. 
 
A motion to approve the Approval of Resolution #26-27-3 authorizing the trade in of a Park District 
trailer was made by Dalzot and seconded by Beckmann. Roll call vote taken. Ayes: Beckmann, 
Dalzot, Nelson, Crews and Popper. Nays: None. Absent: None. Motion carried. 
 
Other Business discussed Executive Director Mike Szpylman shared that he received positive 
feedback regarding the event on Saturday which included the planning, presentation, and turnout of 
the event.  
 

A motion to adjourn was made by Crews and seconded by Beckmann. On voice vote, all voted aye. 
The meeting adjourned at 7:40pm.  
 
 
 
________________________   ________________________  
Chrissie Popper, President   Kari Hagen, Secretary 

 


