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Gurnee Park District 
T-ball/Lil Sluggers 

Parent Manual 
 

 
 
Dear Parents and Players, 
 
Welcome to the Gurnee Park District T-ball/Lil Sluggers Leagues.  We are excited to have your 
child playing this season.  I am confident they will enjoy the league while at the same time 
learning teamwork and positive sportsmanship.  
 
This manual is designed to explain the Gurnee Park District philosophy of the t-ball/Lil Sluggers 
programs and assist you in understanding the leagues.  All parents are encouraged to come and 
watch their child’s practices/games and be active supporters of their child’s team.  Please be 
prompt when dropping off and when picking up your child from practices and games. Also, 
remember to arrive 10-15 minutes before the start of each game to allow for the coaches to 
assign positions in the field and the batting order for the game. 
 
All t-ball/Lil Sluggers game schedules will be available to be viewed and/or printed from the 
Gurnee Park District website (www.gurneeparkdistrict.com) after June 13th.   
 
Please take a few minutes to read through the following information, if you have any questions 
or suggestions, please feel free to contact me 847-599-3752. 
 
 
Thank you for your time, 
 
 
 
Chris Marzano 
Youth Athletic Supervisor 

http://www.gurneeparkdistrict.com/
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  T-ball/Lil Sluggers Parents Manual 

 
 
Parents, Coaches and Supervisors Responsibilities: 
 

1. Teach t-ball/Lil Slugger skills, teamwork and good sportsmanship (program philosophy 
pg. 3). 

2. Encourage team play, maximize praise and minimize criticism. 
3. Treat all players equally and give them a chance to learn and play. 
4. Treat everyone involved in the program with respect. 
5. Always maintain a fun, safe environment for all participants. 
6. Players will get equal amount of playing time and have an opportunity to try all positions 

(practice = play policy pg. 4). 
7. Distribute/read any information which is given to you by the Park District. 

 
** Please remember this is a non-competitive/recreational league where volunteer coaches, 
players, administrators, parents and supervisors respect everyone who is involved in the 
program.  The emphasis is placed on learning and having fun, not trying to win at all costs. 
 
Fields: 
 
Practices:   Hunt Club Park  
Games:   All games are played on Saturday’s at Hunt Club Park 
 
Specific Game Rules:  
 
Please see rules (pg. 5) for your child’s specific age group and the rules that apply to them.  
All scheduled games will be over seen by the volunteer coaches.   
 
Sports Hotline: 

The sports hotline and website will be updated weekdays after 4pm, weekends after 8am, or call 
your coach. 

For easier, faster and most current updates on practices and game day weather cancellations, 
please visit the web page: 

T-Ball/Lil Sluggers – Gurnee Park District T-Ball/Lil Sluggers 

Please keep in mind that you can still call the sports hotline at 847-599-3750.  However, we 
encourage you to check the website to avoid congestion of the phone lines and for easier and 
faster updates.

http://www.gurneeparkdistrict.com/sports/79
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PROGRAM PHILOSOPHY 

 
The Gurnee Park District’s philosophy is to provide a rewarding 
recreational experience through the sport of t-ball/Lil Sluggers to as 
many children as the program can adequately accommodate. 
 
This includes training coaches, parents, supervisors and administrators 
to make decisions and exhibit behavior, which will promote fair play 
and sportsmanship and provide an opportunity for young athletes to 
develop a positive self-worth while learning the skills of t-ball/Lil 
Sluggers. 
 
Emphasis will be put on team play and equal participation for everyone 
including the amount of playing time and an opportunity to try all 
positions. 
 
Furthermore, standings or individual statistics will not be maintained, 
playoffs or league championships will not be instituted, nor will All-
Stars be elected or All-Star games be played. 
 
In summary, the Gurnee Park District will promote the philosophy of the 
National Alliance for Youth Sports: 
 

“Better Sports for……Better Kids for Life.” 
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In order to teach the children participating in this league what a 

commitment to a team means, the Gurnee Park District has 
instituted this policy. 

 

PRACTICE = PLAY 
 

 
 

All children must attend each week’s practice in order to 

participate fully in the following game with the exception of 

illness, family emergency, or any event that may cause the child 

to be out of town.  In the event a child cannot attend practice, the 

coach must be notified prior to the practice.  The first unexcused 

absence will result in the child only playing ¼ of the following 

game.  Any unexcused absence after this will result in the child 

sitting out the next game. 
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T-BALL AND LIL 
SLUGGERS 

RULES 
 

 
 

• All players will play. 
 

• Score and Standings are not kept. 
 

• An inning will consist of every player batting only once.  After 
each player has batted, the two teams will switch from fielding to 
batting. 

 

• Three swings will be allowed at the batting tee before the coach 
can/will assist the batter (T-ball). 

 

• The coach has four opportunities to pitch to the batter.  If the batter 
does not get a hit, the ball will be placed on the tee after the forth 
pitch. (Lil Sluggers) 

 

• Bases will be 40 feet apart. 
 

• No lead offs or stealing will be permitted. 
 

• There are no outs. 
 

• One hour time limit or six innings whichever happens first (if the 
six innings goes through quite fast, you have the option with both 
teams coaches agreement, to play a few more innings). 

 

• Coaches’ are required to be on the field with the players. 
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• There will be a second painted line on the outside of the first and 
third base lines on each field.  Family, friends and participants are 
required to stay behind this line during the games.  This has been 
set up for the safety of the participants, coaches and spectators. 

 

• Encourage the player to learn the rules of the game while having 
FUN. 
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What to do in an Emergency Situation 

Thunderstorms and Lightning 
When there is heavy rain and lightening you must leave the field           
immediately.   
*See Page 8 for Thor Guard Lightning Prediction System Info 
  
If this is during a practice, cancel the practice.   
  
If this occurs on a game day please check the website or call the sports hotline for 
information at (847) 599-3750 or find the site supervisor for an update.   

Tornadoes, outside practice or game 
 
When the tornadoes siren sounds, please take your team to the closest    secure 
location.  Make sure that no one is left behind. 

Tornadoes and fire, inside practice or game 
 
Before your first practice or game, make sure you locate and read the procedures 
for the building for fire and tornadoes.  They should be      located on the interior 
walls of the facility. 

 

Nearest phone, exit, and entrance 
When practicing and playing indoors, please locate the nearest phone, exit, and 
entrance in the facility. 
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GURNEE PARK DISTRICT LIGHTNING 
PREDICTION SYSTEM 

 
 

 
 

The Gurnee Park District has installed the Thor Guard Lightning Prediction System at Hunt Club 
Park and Viking Park.  The system predicts strikes by measuring electrostatic charges on the 
ground and in the air.  This system is in place at many area park districts and golf clubs, 
including the Naperville and Oak Brook Park Districts and Warren Township. 
 
The Thor Guard Lightning Prediction System is installed in two zones within the Park District.  
Each zone has a lightning sensor that sets off remote warning horns when lightning is imminent.  
The system covers two sties selected due to high recreation or sport use. 
 
When the system predicts lightning in the area, a 15-second warning horn will sound.  
Depending upon weather conditions the warning horn may be heard within a two-block radius.  
Anyone who hears the horn should seek shelter immediately in a building or a hard-top vehicle.  
All activities at the parks should also stop with the horn sounds.  After the danger is reduced, an 
all-clear signal of three short horn blasts will sound.  A strobe light will also flash until the 
danger has passed.  The system will be active daily, from April through October, from 7:00 a.m. 
to 10:00 p.m. at Viking Park and 8:00 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. at Hunt Club Park. 
 
Irrespective of the lightning detection system, all patrons should use common sense when they 
hear thunder and/or observe lightning in the area and should proceed into a safe location. 
 
According to the National Weather Service, each year about 400 people in the United States are 
struck by lightning while involved in outdoor activities.  Because lightning travels in the 
atmosphere it can strike even on a sunny day.  The Gurnee Park District believes installing the 
Thor Guard Lightning Prediction System will benefit the whole community. 
 
For more information about the Thor Guard Lightning Prediction System, visit 
www.thorguard.com or call Superintendent of Parks, Jeff Reinhard, at (847) 599-3770. 

http://www.thorguard.com/
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17 Tips to be a Better Spectator 
 
 

  1.   I will not force my child to participate. 
  2.   I will remember that kids play to have fun and that the game is for youth, 
   not adults.     
  3.   I will inform the coach of any physical disability or ailment that may  
   affect the safety of my child or others. 
  4.   I will learn the rules of the game and the league policies. 
  5.   I (and my guests) will be a positive role model and encourage  
   sportsmanship. 
  6.   I (and my guests) will not engage in any kind of unsportsmanlike  
   conduct. 
  7.   I will not encourage anything that would endanger the athletes. 
  8.   I will teach my child to play by the rules and to resolve conflicts  
   peacefully 
  9.   I will demand that my child treat other players, coaches, officials and spectators        

with respect. 
  10. I will teach my child that doing one’s best is more important than winning. 
  11. I will offer praise for competing fairly and trying hard. 
  12. I will never ridicule or yell at my child or others for a mistake or losing. 
  13. I will emphasize skill development and practice and de-emphasize games and  
   competition in the lower age groups. 
  14. I will promote the emotional and physical well being of the athletes. 
  15. I will respect the officials and their authority and the coaches for their  
        decisions. 
  16. I will demand a sports environment that is free from drugs, tobacco and  
        alcohol. 
  17. I will refrain from coaching (unless I am one) my child or others during the games and 
practices. 

 
Source: Massachusetts Governor’s Committee on Physical Fitness and Sports and 

the National Youth Sports Safety Foundation. 
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